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CHAPTER IX Gnomic and Didactic Poetry
Short and pithy verses containing maxims for human conduct or tips on practical wisdom expressed in straight and simple language are called gnomes, whereas collections of verses, equally meant for instruction but with a relatively greater degree of unity and poetic embellishment, may be called didactic poetry. The line of demarcation between the two is* however, very slender.
The Indian mind has always been prone to reflect tion and philosophical speculation  from  the   most ancient times.   The Vedas and Upanishads,  in parti-" cular, contain a large collection  of passages,  rich in didactic  import,    prescribing    the   performance   of deeds of virtue and prohibiting acts of sin.    The Dharmasutras of the several branches of the Vedas and the Smritis like those of Manu, Yagnavalkya and Parasra are  expressly written with   the  purpose   of laying down ethical, social, political and   religious rales of conduct.     The epics in general which are tim&t   professedly   for   the  expatiation    of   Vedic Sharma and the Mahabharata in particular which has been called the fifth Veda and a Dharma Sastra are replete with  regular  treatises   on   moral    conduct. laodoaUon of moral  truths suggested  through   the Wdium of sweet and  charming episodes has been t<*nowtedged as the purpose of Kavya.   In the Fables, even timers, cats and jackals are assigned   (he